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NEWSLETTER OF THE  LANCASTER COUNTY WOODCARVERS 

�
Date: March 20, 2007, Start Time: 7:00pm, Presided 
by Pete Kovarovic, with 36 members in attendance.  
Guests tonight were Ray Fisher and daughter Sue 
Quinn. Good turnout and a fun time. 
 
Meeting Highlights:      

    Pete began with a word of thanks to all the 2007 
Show Personnel and anyone who assisted with the 
show in any way.  Great JOB men and ladies. 
 
     Andy mentioned that there were 100 tables sold 
with 54 exhibitors and retailers. We gave away some 
tables to avoid blank spots. One went to the Girl 
Scouts and there were a few others including our 
Home School carving students.  We enjoyed the 
company of 63 persons at the Show Banquet that was 
a very fine time and also wanted all to know that the 
late start was not the fault of the folks preparing the 
dinner but a communication error on our part.  That 
will be fixed for next year.  Show time for 2008 – 
March 8th & 9th  
 
    Bob Lehr gave a “Thank you!” to all those who 
assisted with the judging this year and mentioned one 
problem that we had with an award confusion in the 
non-carving categories.  As is often said… “No good 
deed goes unpunished.”  Thanks Bob and all! 
 
    Harry Leitheiser spoke about two items that were 
given out at the banquet that we had said at the last 
meeting may be auctioned off at a future meeting. 
Well,  it was decided that because the gifts had been 
given as door prizes for the banquet we were really 
not using them as promised so we did what we felt 
was right and they went as banquet prizes. 
 
    Pete also mentioned that George and Ann Reinfried 
are giving up their part in the carving show of doing 
the advertising every year.  They have a detailed 
record of what they do and how they did it, that they 
will turn over to a member who is willing to take up 
that challenge and do the carving show advertising for 
the 2008.    We would appreciate a volunteer. 

 
    George Reinfried announced that Floyd Rhadigan 
will be back next year for the show and do another 
carving seminar as well, same weekend after the show 
like this year. We are also working on having him be 
our featured carver for the 2008 show.  Several of the 
people who attended this years carving seminar spoke 
about the great time. Also, a 96 year old past DVWC 
(Delaware Valley Wood Carvers) member, Ray Fisher 
stopped in for one day of carving. (Ray was at our 
meeting tonight as a guest) 
    George also mentioned that Pete LeClair will be at 
Cherry Ridge this year if you want a taste of 
caricature instruction 
 
    George shared about the great time we are having 
teaching the Home School children carving on 
Wednesday mornings.  They are working on the last 
study stick this week and they also had a great time at 
our show. Hope some of you got to meet them at the 
show. They have also asked us to teach again next 
year with two classes, another beginners and an 
advanced class for those who completed this years 
training.  
 
    Pete said that we are also looking for someone to 
chair the Training Program (volunteer) for beginners 
as we have two names from the show as well as some 
others who would like to attend a Saturday session 
this year.  The format is set. You just need to follow 
it. 
 
Editors Note:  Come on guys and girls this is a 
chance to get new carvers, members and advance our 
hobby. Don’t just be a watcher be involved, be a part 
of what makes this club vital by… 

Y*O*U    D*O* I*N*G 
 
    Bob Lehr also mentioned that one of Jay Herr’s 
sons found a powder horn in Jay’s treasures that may 
be really old and if Bob’s suspicions are correct worth 
a pile of cash. Bob is going to help investigate as this 
is his passion too. 
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Some additional Show information: 
 
    Andy said that the friendship cane was won by 
Doug Kile, Bob Hess won Harry’s flower, a Mike 
from Ephrata won Sheila’s mice and the print that was 
a silent bidding process went to Jay Herr (no relation 
to our Jay Herr) whose winning bid was $125.  Also, 
we had 800 paid attendees who went through this 
years show.   
 
    Patterns for animals are now available for next 
years raffle, the adult ark. All animals are to be done 
in pairs and are to be done to scale (the pattern is to 
scale) and they should be painted. We have one very 
nice tiger finished already and Sheila Mansfield is 
being pressured to make a mate so we have matching 
tigers. (You can do it Sheila. � )  There will also be 
easier patterns coming for the children’s ark so all will 
be able to help with this club effort. 
 
    Andy made a motion that we make Ray Fisher, 96 
years young and still carving, an honorary member of 
LCW, this was seconded and unanimously approved 
by all present. Sue Quinn is joining as a member and 
is an employee at Steph’s Folk Art Studio where we 
had the Floyd Rhadigan seminar. 
 
50/50 Drawing: 
 
    Tonight’s winner was Gerry Myers who went 
away with some extra gas money. 
 
Show and Tell:�
 
This months show and tell was very tough to 
photograph as the table was loaded with a variety of 
many carvings.  I have “carved” some out but others 
will be shown as a part of the whole.   
 
George 
Basehore – is 
a cane carver 
who likes to 
take the wood 
he uses and 
bring out 
what it shows 
him. 
Cedar & bone 

Jeff Pretz – was one of the Floyd Rhadigan (FR) 
gang and brought us several samples.  Cowboy, Irish 
gentleman and a pastor.  

 
Ken Hoover – had 2 Santa ornaments and a sloth that 
a native Panama gentleman carved. Both are best seen 
in Group #2 in the foreground. Page 5 
 
George Hasker – has been bitten by the egg bug.  He 
had carved a dozen but as you can see his wife really 
liked one best of all… and snatched it! 
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Cindy Fliegel – finished her dogwood blossom and 
had her piece critiqued later in the evening. I think 
this may not be her last flower carving. (This began in 
a Harry Leitheiser class at one of our club meetings) 
 

 
 
Bob Lehr – was also with the FR gang and did an elf, 
Santa and an Irish Leprechaun  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pete Kovarovic – had a FR carving and a cane handle 
from cedar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
George Reinfried – 
another of the FR 
gang and he brought 
a ¾ done football 
player, a Santa and a 
possible cowboy 
bust in rough out 
form. 
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Don Dearolf –  
was in the FR  
seminar and went 
the cowboy route 
with this one that  
was only a two  
day carve. 
 
You want to look 
close at Don’s  
carvings and see  
the small detail  
points he includes  
to allow the mind  
to finish the  
carving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Finney – this man is a carving machine and he is 
one of our most prolific carvers. I am suspicious that 
he has trained himself to carve in his sleep.  Wood 
spirit, leprechauns and chip carved egg. 
These are best seen in group #2 page 5 , and Dan 
asked for a critique on his wood spirit. 
 
Paul Thomas – is another one who carves in his 
sleep. He was in the FR seminar and did a leprechaun 
and a Goofy caricature. seen in both groups on page 5 
 
Jack Kochan – is our “Ark Man”. Jack has completed 
two arks for 2008, the one for the adult prize and one 
for the children’s. Here is the one for the kiddies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andy DiPace – brought his whale that was now in 
paint and mounted. He too was part of the FR gang 
and had a Santa and a whimsical turtle.  The whale 
shows up in group #1, page 5, but the others are 
missing in the photo 
 
John Pepple – brought two old world Santa’s 
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from Wood Carving Illustrated - Internet
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Floyd Rhadigan teaches in Lancaster PA. 
By Andrew DiPace 

�

    Floyd Rhadigan, (CCA) taught a three day seminar 
in Lancaster PA from March 16th through the 18th. 
The Lancaster County Woodcarvers hosted the class 
and it took place at Steph’s Folk Art Studio, in 
Smoketown, Lancaster PA.  
    Nine members attended the class which ran from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day. As Floyd set up his 
display of over 50 carvings along with their associated 
rough outs in the back of the room, you could see the 
craving in the eyes the students as they viewed the 
options wanting to overindulge in choosing the right 
carvings. Floyd’s teaching method was well received 
by all, his willingness to take a little extra time when 
needed was very much appreciated. Likewise he was 
thrilled with the surroundings and the room at Steph’s, 
which included an overhead video camera, hooked up 
to two monitors. This allowed each student an 
unobstructed view of Floyd’s lightning fast hands.  
    The class also included painting tips and many 
stories of other CCA events. The class had two very 
nice surprises during the weekend. First Saturday the 
17th was St. Patty’s day and one of our members, Kent 
Kise, led the group in a chorus of “When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling” (Floyd’s Irish Santa was one of the most 
popular choices). Then on Sunday, Sue Quinn, one of 
the employees at Steph’s brought her father of 96 to 
the shop to see the proceedings, Ray Fisher is a long 
time carver and he just could not resist picking up a 
knife and joining in on the fun.  
    By the end of the seminar, many of the “hot” 
carvings that had been on display were “out of stock”. 
Some people, (myself included) purchased as many as 
5 rough outs, and some tools. Floyd spent the 
weekend with club members, Ann and George 
Reinfried, and has agreed to return next year, also 
(should his schedule permit) he will try to make it to 
our show as “Featured Carver”. 
    Visit our web site: www.Lancarvers.com    
 
    (Two days after the class was over the club had our 
regular monthly meeting and Sue brought her dad, 
Ray to the meeting. A motion was made to make Ray 
an honorary member of the club and it past 
unanimously.) 
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LCW 2007 Show Winners: 
 
The Following Information was provided by,  
Bob Lehr, Competition Chairman 

 
At this year’s competition we had: 

10 Youth Entries 
17 Novice Entries 
14 Intermediate Entries, and 
45 Entries in the Open & Non-Wood Class. 

There were a total of 86 pieces entered by 56 people. 
 

YOUTH WINNERS  
1st Place, Stephen Campbell. Entry, “Snowman 
Carving”. 
2nd Place, Elisabet Bjanes. Entry, “Snowman 
Carving”. 
3rd Place, James Carper. Entry, “Snowman Carving”. 
H.M. (All Entries, “Snowman Carving”.) Alex 
Deckard, Debbie Campbell, Della Limbert, Ivy 
Limbert, Kirsten Bailey, Adam Spangler, David 
Whiting. 
 
NOVICE BEST OF CLASS 
1st Place, Sheila Mansfield. Human Figure “Child 
Sitting”. 
2nd Place, Terry W. Mansfield. Miscellaneous “Cane”. 
3rd Place, George Reinfried. Aquatic “Seals”. 
 
INTERMEDIATE BEST OF CLASS  
1st Place, Lee Schlenker. Miscellaneous “Intarsia”. 
2nd Place, George Basehore. Miscellaneous “Dragon 
Cane”. 
3rd Place, Christa Roser. Animals “Tang Horse”. 
 
ART & NON-WOOD BEST OF CLASS 
1st Place, Art Nendza. “Nubian Kid Goats” carved in 
stone. 
2nd Place, Art Nendza. “Fish” carved in stone. 
3rd Place, Cliff Engle. “Monarch Butterfly” photo. 
H.M. Joyce Gagen. “Wintry Mix” water color 
painting. 
 
OPEN BEST OF SHOW 
1ST Place, Ronald Felker. Waterfowl “Green Wing 
Teal Ducks”. 
2nd Place, Jim Hazeley. Song Birds “Scissor Tail”. 
3rd Place, Eddie Cheezum. Miniature Birds “Canada 
Geese”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pete presents George Reinfried with the 2007 
Harrington Award.   For his dedication and 
excellence in promoting the art of wood carving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry Keemer was presented with a chip carved plate 
that was carved by Nick S to commemorate the work 
done by Terry for the many years he served as club 
president. 
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 Presidents Corner: 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
    This week I spent a day carving in the sun—it 
doesn’t get any better! 
 
    About eight-hundred people attended our show. 
Thanks to all of you who helped on Friday night, 
Saturday and Sunday.  I especially want to thank 
Andy for all the work that he did coordinating the 
event. 
 
    Be sure to welcome our new members Emil 
Piergiorgi, Sue Quinn and Raymond Fisher to the 
club.  Ray who is ninety-six joined us for a little while 
at the Floyd Rhadigan Seminar.  His daughter Sue 
works at Steph’s.   
 
    Vicky Rhoades will be back at Steph’s in May.  She 
will have another painting class for us if there are 
enough members interested. 
 
    Our next meeting on April 17th will be held in the 
cafeteria.  Come and bid on some of Jay Herr’s tools, 
books, magazines and wood.  Believe me when I tell 
you that there is a lot of stuff!  I filled the back of my 
vehicle twice.  The money collected will be used for 
future beginner classes.  Jay loved to teach new 
carvers.  
 
    We are hoping to have all of the animals for the ark 
carved by fall so that we can start selling raffle tickets.  
The patterns have been available for the last two 
meetings, but we have had very little participation.  
The ark was built by Jack Kochan.  
 
    Plan to attend our annual picnic in June. 
 
                    Pete Kovarovic  
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
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Engrain Sawdust… 
 
    OK carvers, take another look in this issue and you 
will find two needs for a volunteer to step to the plate 
and take over a club position that needs some 
leadership and TLC for at least a year.  These aren’t 
life sentences you know? 
 
    It is often said that 10% of the members do 80% of 
the work and I do not want that statistic to become a 
reality here at LCW.  These two spots are not new, 
there is detailed process to follow and even help to get 
started so please come on in and do a job for your 
club. 
 
    We also want to start getting animals carved for our 
2008 show and based on the last year response for the 
friendship cane we need to begin sooner rather than 
later. This is for everyone, caricature guys, chippers, 
cane men, birders, and relief, if you can carve wood 
you should be doing at least one pair of creatures for 
either the adult ark or the children’s one. 
    
    Be sure to sign in when you arrive at our meetings 
so we can keep a good record of attendees. We are 
also wanting your ideas related to future meeting and 
carving seminars. Make it a point to attend at least one 
seminar in the next 12 months, especially those of you 
who have never been to one. 
 
    These seminars are not carving contests, there are 
no losers and there is no competition related to speed 
or anything other than finding a way to learn new 
skills and make yourself a better, more experienced 
carver in a variety of venues. 
 
    Don’t miss any of our meetings and come with your 
name tag on so I can remember your name… I’m 
aging you know! 
 

Jacob (jake) Deery, III  
Secretary / Editor 
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April 14th  Letter Carving ( Class 2 ) 

With Nick Sciortino  $35 
 
April 21,22 & 23  Human Bust 

With Vic Hood  $175 plus Blank 
 
May 5th & 6th  Carving a Bluebird start to finish , 
2 weekends (Class 1) 

With Charlie Lockwood  $185 
 
June 2nd & 3rd  Carving a Bluebird (Class 2) 
 
June 22 evening 23rd & 24th  Fox in Stride - 
Power Carving 

With Frank Rauscher  $125 
 
Aug 17 evening 18th & 19th  Caricatures 

With Peter Ortel  $145 plus roughout 
 
September 14,15 & 16  Caricatures 

With Harley Schmitgen  $185 plus 
roughout 
 
October 29th & 30th  Caricatures  $145 plus 
roughout 

With Dennis Thornton 
 

November 10th & 11th  Carving & Painting a 
Shore Bird – several choices 

With Jack Miller   $55 plus Blank 
(Change of $10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ok folks, here are a good 
number of training sessions that 
are available if there is room. 
 
Get in touch with Jim Hiser and 
have a chance to learn a few 
new tricks. 

 
 

Conewago Carvers 2007 
Seminars 

Contact Jim Hiser 717-243-0644 
hiser@pa.net�

It is my hope that I did not miss anyone in the show and tell and that my 
descriptions were fairly accurate.  If I missed anything please let me know and I 

will correct in the next issue.  I also hope I did not miss anything of great 
importance from the meeting.  It was a great time… and I will see you at the show. 
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��Lancaster County Woodcarvers           Jacob Deery 
P.O. Box 10012, Greenfield Ind. Plaza     23 Knollwood Drive       
Old Hempstead Road       Lititz, PA 17543  
Lancaster, PA  17601 
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OFFICERS: 
Pres. – Pete Kovarovic 
V. Pres. – Andy DiPace 
Treas. – Ab Zimmerman 
Sec. – Jake Deery 
�

 

The ENDGRAIN is a publication of the Lancaster County 
Woodcarvers and may not be reproduced in part or whole for profit 
without written permission. 
Articles of interest may be submitted to the editor in any format. 
 

Jake Deery – Editor 
jjdeery3@juno.com 

VISIT US AT: 
http://www.lancarvers.com 

Andy DiPace – Webmaster 
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